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Dr. Debra Davidson is Professor of Environmental Sociology, in the Department of 

Resource Economics and Environmental Sociology, at the University of Alberta, where 

she has been employed since 1999. She is internationally recognized in the sociology of 

climate change, serving as one of few sociologists on the IPCC, with responsibility for 

the ‘Agriculture and Food Security’ section of the North America chapter. She is also 

recipient of the Killam Award in 2016/2017. 

Dr. Davidson received her Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of Wisconsin-

Madison (1998), and an M.Sc. in Environmental Studies, also from the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison (1994). Her primary areas of research and teaching include the social 

dimensions of food, energy and climate change, with a particular focus on the topics of 

non-conventional fossil fuels development, regional-level climate change impacts and 

adaptation, and institutional responses to climate change. Recent publications have been 

featured in Science; Nature Climate Change; Global Environmental Change; British 

Journal of Sociology; and Sustainability. She is also the co-editor of Consuming 

Sustainability: Critical Social Analyses of Ecological Change, Fernwood (2005), and co-

author of Challenging Legitimacy at the Precipice of Energy Calamity, Springer (2011). 

She is also the co-author of two forthcoming books, Energy and Society, A Reader 

(Oxford University Press); and Core Concepts in Environmental Sociology (Palgrave 

MacMillan). 
 

 

 

 


