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Ajjamada C. Kushalappa obtained his Ph. D. from University of Florida (USA), M.Sc 

(Plant Pathology) and B. Sc. (Agri) from University of Agricultural Sciences 

(Bengaluru, India). From 1977-1985 he was a Professor Titular Visitante, at 

Universidade Federal de Vicosa (Brazil). In 1985 he joined McGill University as an 

Assistant Professor in the Department of Plant Science, and in 1991 he became an 

Associate Professor. He is a recipient of CPS sponsored Dr. and Mrs D. L. Bailey 

award for an exception and distinguished contribution to plant pathology. He was 

an invited speaker on ‘Plant biotic stress resistance genes and genome editing’ at 

16 national and international conferences in the past six years. 

As a Plant Pathologist, Dr. Kushalappa 's current research focus is the identification 

plant biotic stress resistance genes through forward and reverse genetics (systems 

biology), and the use these genes to replace the susceptible genes in commercial 

cultivars, based on cisgenetic engineering (gene transfer between sexually 

compatible plants), using CRISPR-Cas9 systems, to increase the genetic diversity of 

crop plants. 

 


